13^           THE ESSENCE OF BUDDHISM.

Without a perfect understanding of the law of causality and
transformation (prat1tyasamutpada\ no one can aspire to
attain bodhi^ however moral he may be. No one can even
be said to be truly moral, if he does not possess the neces-
sary insight and knowledge. In this respect Buddhism
differs from all other religions. All monotheistic religions
start with certain assumptions, and when these assumptions
are contradicted by the growth of knowledge, they bewail
that kt he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow."
But Buddhism starts with no assumptions. It stands on
the firm rock of facts, and can therefore never shun the dry
light of knowledge. Some have attempted to place the
advaifa form of Vedanta on the same level with the Dharma,
as in the advaita religion the chief means of salvation
is what is called gnanam. But the gnanam of the Vedantin
is entirely different from what the Buddhist understands
by fragile. Pragnd means ratiocination based on obser-
vation and experience, and as such has nothing to do
with intuition or what is called superconsciousness. On the
other hand, (t the adherent of Brahmam defines the nature of
the cause and so on, on the basis of scripture, and is, there-
fore, not obliged to render his tenets throughout conformable
to observation." It is only on the authority of the Veda
that Brahmam is taken as the cause of the origin of the
world. In his System des Vedwta Dr. Deussen specially
emphasises the fact. that the so-called gndnam (mefaphy-
sische Erkennfniss) of the Vedantin is not different from the
faith (glaube) of the Christian.

Though knowledge and insight are of the highest value,
yet they must be prevented from leading to a fluctuating
mood of mind. Hence, side by side with^nz^a, the aspir-
ant for bodhi must also practise dhyana to attain tranquil-
lity. Right peace (samadkf^ ^amatci} alone will bring to a
standstill all mental states 'which produce frivolous sophis-
tries. Dhydna, as understood in Buddhism, is the contem-
plation of the facts of life from the highest point of view,
and as such plays an important part. The Dharma dis-
cards prayer as a meansi of attaining salvation. How
can the-law of cause and effect be influenced by the suppli-
cations of defaulters? Thp consequences of a fault can